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GREAT  MEETING 

OF 

THE  PEOPLE. 
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AT  a  meeting  of  the  Manufacturers,  Mechanics,  Merchants, 
Traders,  and  others,  of  the  City  and  County  of  Philadelphia,  signers 
of  the  Memorial  to  Congress,  asking  relief  from  the  present  pecuniary 
distress,  by  returning  the  Government  Deposites  to  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States,  held  at  the  Musical  Fund  Hall,  February  13,  1834,  on 
motion  of  Gideon  Scull,  Esq. 

JOHN  A.  BROWN  was  called  to  the  chair;  and 
On  motion  of  Samuel  Comly,  Esq.  Samuel  Richards ,  Mathew  Ca - 
re?/,  William  Gill ,  Israel  Roberts ,  John  Scliolefield ,  George  Miller , 
Thomas  Fletcher ,  Benjamin  Naglee ,  Robert  Burton ,  and  Bela  Bad¬ 
ger were  appointed  Vice  Presidents. 

Jacob  M.  Thomas ,  Henry  C.  Corbit ,  Richard  Morgan ,  awe?  Charles 
J.  Wolbert ,  were  appointed  Secretaries. 

The  Chairman  stated  the  object  of  the  meeting,  when  Caleb  Cope, 
Esq.,  on  behalf  of  the  Committee  appointed  at  a  preliminary  meeting 
to  have  charge  of  the  memorials,  presented  the  same,  and  stated  that 
10,259  signatures  had  been  obtained  ;  that  no  minor,  so  far  as  the 
knowledge  of  the  Committee  extended,  had  been  permitted  to  sign  ; 
that  all  were  freemen,  speaking  in  the  6t  fearless  tones  of  freemen,” 
and  not  in  the  “  cautious  whispers  of  trembling  slaves.”  The  fol¬ 
lowing  list  contains  the  numbers  and  various  occupations  of  the  sign¬ 
ers,  and  memorials  are  still  in  circulation  for  those  citizens  who  have 
not  had  an  opportunity  of  affixing  their  names. 


722  Manufacturers. 

504  Weavers. 

1118  Merchants. 

256  Tailors. 

258  Boot  and  Shoemakers. 

251  Grocers. 

185  Draymen,  Carters  and 
Porters. 

268  Watchmakers,  Silver¬ 
smiths  and  Jewellers. 

149  Tanners,  Curriers  and 
Leather  Dealers. 

439  Clerks  &  Accountants 

146  Blacksmiths  &  Stove- 
makers. 

441  Carpenters. 

205  Storekeepers. 

241  Printers. 

119  Lamp  and  Instrument 
Makers. 

228  Labourers. 

97  Ironmongers. 

150  Druggists. 


224  Hatters. 

84  Attorneys. 

105  Cabinet  and  Chair 
Makers. 

102  Umbrella  makers. 

1S8  Brick  makers,  Brick¬ 
layers  and  Plasterers. 

60  Stone  Cutters. 

82  Physicians. 

74  Lumber  Merchants. 

281  Farmers  and  Millers. 

94  Innkeepers  and  Livery 
Stable  keepers. 

53  Saddle  and  Harness 
makers. 

57  Painters  and  Glaziers. 

33  Coach  makers. 

37  Brush  makers. 

51  Coopers. 

62  Ship  Carpenters,  Rig¬ 
gers,  Rope  makers,  and 
Sail  makers. 


153  Booksellers  and  Sta¬ 
tioners. 

42  Coppersmiths  and 
Tin  workers. 

4S  Brokers. 

53  Bakers. 

34  Tobacconists. 

20  Brewers. 

21  Auctioneers. 

47  Coal  Sf  Flour  Dealersf 

7S  Mariners  and  Water¬ 
men. 

57  Engravers  and  Litho¬ 
graphers. 

35  Teachers. 

16  Sugar  Refiners. 

18  Distillers. 

30  Iron  Masters. 

439  Mechanics  in  various 
other  branches. 

1777  Citizens,  including  Ar¬ 
tists,  Builders,  Engineers, 
Publishers,  Shipwrights, 


34  Comb  makers. 

Paper  Hangers,  Gilders,  Iron  Founders,  Turners,  Upholsterers,  Wheelwrights,  Tal¬ 
low  Chandlers,  Butchers,  and  others,  as  may  be  seen  by  reference  to  the  signatures, 
to  which  the  signers  have  affixed  their  respective  professions  and  occupations. 
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On  motion  of  John  S.  Riddle,  it  was 
Resolved ,  That  twenty-four  delegates  be  appointed  by  this  meet¬ 
ing,  to  represent  at  Washington  the  views  and  wishes  of  the  memo¬ 
rialists,  and  to  take  such  measures  there,  as  may  appear  proper  and 
expedient,  to  satisfy  the  Senators  and  Representatives  of  Pennsylva¬ 
nia,  of  the  urgent  necessity  of  immediate  legislation,  to  relieve  the 
country  from  existing  suffering,  and  avert  the  greater  impending 
evils. 

Resolved ,  That  a  committee  of  twenty-four  be  appointed  by  the 
Chair,  to  nominate  to  the  meeting  a  suitable  delegation,  in  confor¬ 
mity  with  the  preceding  resolution. 

Whereupon,  the  Chair  appointed — 


John  S.  Riddle, 
Robert  Wain, 
William  Chaloner, 
Richard  Price, 
Joseph  S.  Riley, 
Lawrence  Shuster, 
Cornelius  Tiers, 
W.  R.  Thompson, 
Robert  Howell, 
Charles  Massey, 
Joseph  W.  Ryerss, 
Robert  Toland, 


Thomas  Wood, 

Samuel  Grant, 

Weston  C.  Donaldson, 
C.  S.  Smith, 

Thomas  S.  Richards, 
May  Humphreys, 

B.  M’Cready, 

Thomas  Earpe, 

John  D.  Goodwin, 
Joseph  R.  Bolton, 
Joseph  Murray, 

Peter  Parker. 


Who,  after  having  retired 
gentlemen  : 

Elihu  Chauncey, 

Thomas  Fassitt, 

James  Martin, 

William  Gill, 

Benjamin  W.  Richards, 
John  Struthers, 

Samuel  Comly, 

Caleb  Cope, 

John  M.  Ogden, 

Thomas  Fletcher, 

Gideon  Scull, 

John  Waters, 


some  time,  nominated  the  following 

Bela  Badger, 

Robert  T.  Potts, 

Benjamin  Naglee, 

Henry  Troth, 

Mordecai  D.  Lewis, 

Jos.  Smith  Carpenter, 

Merrit  Canby, 

Henry  White, 

John  S.  Warner, 

J.  F.  Learning, 

Cornelius  Tiers, 

Isaac  Macauley. 


Which  nomination  was  unanimously  concurred  in,  and  they  were 
authorized  to  fill  any  vacancy  that  might  occur. 

On  motion  of  Charles  Massey,  seconded  by  John  M.  Scott,  Esq. 
the  following  preamble  and  resolutions  were  carried  by  general  ac¬ 
clamation,  having  been  first  eloquently  supported  by  the  latter  gen¬ 
tleman,  and  by  Professor  Hare  : 

Whereas,  The  memorial  now  encircling  the  walls  of  this  Hall, 
contains  the  written  attestations  of  10,259  freemen  to  the  mournful 
truth,  that  the  people  of  the  City  and  County  of  Philadelphia  “  are 
in  the  midst  of  unexampled  suffering  and  distress  ;  that,  instead  of 
relief,  they  have  only  a  prospect  of  continued  and  increasing  misery, 
the  severity  of  whicn  cannot  be  measured  by  any  thing  that  has  yet 
occurred  ;  that  this  distress  is  to  be  traced  to  the  disordered  state  of 
the  currency,  and  that  to  the  removal  of  the  Government  Deposites 
from  the  Bank  of  the  United  States.”  And,  whereas,  this  meeting 
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has  assembled,  not  in  the  spirit,  or  with  the  feelings  of  partj,  but  in 
the  spirit,  and  with  the  feelings  of  freemen,  to  devise  the  means  of 
presenting  their  grievances  to  the  consideration  of  the  constituted 
authorities  of  the  Nation,  and  of  demanding  from  them  some  just 
measure  of  relief :  Therefore,  be  it 

Resolved ,  That  the  Delegates  appointed  to  present  the  Memorial, 
which  states  our  sufferings,  be  instructed,  in  the  manly  and  plain  lan¬ 
guage  of  free  citizens  of  a  free  Republic,  to  lay  our  grievances  be¬ 
fore  the  Representatives  of  the  People,  and  to  ask  at  their  hands, 
that  the  fatal  step  which  has  led  to  our  present  distress,  be  re-traced, 
and  the  policy  which  is  causing  our  ruin  be  abandoned. 

And,  whereas,  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  meeting,  “  that  the  Bank 
of  the  United  States  -has  tended,  in  a  great  degree,  to  maintain  a 
sound  and  uniform  currency — to  facilitate  the  financial  operations  of 
the  Government — to  regulate  foreign  and  domestic  exchange — and 
has  been  conducive  to  commercial  prosperity:”  and  that  no  measure 
short  of  a  re-charter  of  that  institution,  will  restore  confidence  to  the 
country,  and  give  permanent  relief  from  the  distress  under  which 
the  Nation  is  suffering. 

Resolved ,  That  the  delegates  from  this  meeting  be  further  instruct¬ 
ed  to  address  themselves  to  the  representatives  of  Pennsylvania  in 
both  Houses  of  Congress,  and  to  state  to  them  that  it  is  the  desire  of 
the  freemen  composing  the  assembly,  that  6i  they  use  their  exertions 
to  obtain  a  renewal  of  the  charter  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States 
during  the  present  session  of  Congress,  with  such  alterations  (if  any 
be  necessary)  as  may  secure  the  rights  of  the  states. 

Resolved ,  That  a  copy  of  these  resolutions  and  of  the  proceedings 
of  this  meeting  be  transmitted  to  the  Governor  of  this  Commonwealth, 
and  to  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  this  State,  as  an 
evidence  that  the  People  of  this  District  respond  heartily  to  the  senti¬ 
ment  expressed  by  those  bodies — and  by  His  Excellency  the  Gover¬ 
nor,  in  the  Resolutions  by  them  solemnly  adopted,  and  by  him  ap¬ 
proved  in  April,  1831,  and  in  February,  1832. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  John  Scholefiekl, 

Resolved ,  That  the  manly  and  independent  conduct  of  our  esteemed 
fellow-citizen,  William  J.  Duane,  in  refusing  to  be  the  instrument  of 
the  removal  of  the  deposites,  and  in  preferring  to  retire  to  private  life 
rather  than  sacrifice  his  public  duty,  merits  the  thanks  and  gratitude 
of  his  country. 

On  motion  of  Henry  Nixon,  Esq. 

Resolved ,  That  a  copy  of  the  memorial  to  Congress,  together  with 
the  proceedings  of  this  meeting,  be  transmitted  to  the  Governor  of 
the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  and  that  a  committee  of  five  be  appointed 
to  present  the  same,  with  a  request  that  he  will  submit  the  subject 
to  the  consideration  of  the  Legislature,  and  invite  their  co-operation 
in  measures  deemed  of  vital  importance  to  the  interests  and  welfare 
of  this  Commonwealth. 

The  following  gentlemen  compose  the  committee  : 

Henry  Nixon,  Henry  Cope, 

Joseph  S.  Riley,  Robert  Wain, 

Jos.  H.  Dulles. 

On  motion  of  C.  G.  Childs, 

Resolved ,  That  the  thanks  of  this  meeting  be  presented  to  the 
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officers  presiding  over  it,  and  also  to  John  M.  Scott,  Esq.  for  his 
appropriate,  manly,  and  eloquent  address,  and  a  copy  of  the  same 
be  requested  for  publication. 

Resolved ,  That  the  proceedings  of  this  meeting  be  published  in  the 
papers  of  the  City  and  County  of  Philadelphia.  Then  adjourned. 

JOHN  A.  BROWN,  President. 


Samuel  Richards, ""I 
Matthew  Carey, 
William  Gill, 
George  Miller, 
Benj.  Naglee, 
Israel  Roberts, 
John  Scholefield, 
Thomas  Fletcher, 
Robert  Burton, 
Bela  Badger, 


Vice  Presidents, 


Jacob  M.  Thomas ,  "j 
Henry  C.  C orbit,  J 
Richard  Morgan ,  [ 

C.  J.  Wolbert ,  J 


Secretaries. 


AT  a  meeting  of  the  mechanics,  manufacturers,  merchants,  and 
others,  of  the  city  and  county  of  Philadelphia,  signers  of  the  Memo¬ 
rial  to  Congress,  asking  relief  from  the  present  pecuniary  distress  of 
the  country — held  on  the  square  fronting  the  new  Exchange,  Februa¬ 
ry  22,  1834, 

JOHN  A.  BROWN,  Esquire,  in  the  chair, 

Samuel  Richards ,  William  Gill ,  Benjamin  Naglee ,  George  Miller , 
Bela  Badger ,  Israel  Roberts ,  Thomas  Fletcher ,  Robert  Burton ,  John 
Scholefield — Vice  Presidents  ;  and 

Jacob  M.  Thomas ,  Henry  C.  Corbit ,  Richard  Morgan ,  Charles  J . 
Wolbert — Secretaries. 

The  chairman  stated  the  object  of  the  meeting  was  to  receive  the 
report  of  the  delegation  appointed  at  the  meeting  held  on  the  3d  in¬ 
stant  -whereupon  Elihu  Chauncey,  on  behalf  of  the  delegation,  of¬ 
fered  the  following  report,  which  was  read  by  Joseph  M’llvaine,  and 
adopted  by  general  acclamation. 

The  Committee  of  Delegates  appointed  by  a  “  Meeting  of  the  Mechanics,  Manu¬ 
facturers,  Merchants,  Traders,  and  others,  signers  of  the  Memorial  to  Congress, 
asking  relief  from  present  distress,  by  returning  the  Government  Deposites  to  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States,”  to  represent  at  Washington  the  views  and  wishes  of 
the  Memorialists,  respectfully  submit  the  following 

REPORT: 

On  the  evening  of  Saturday  the  8th  of  February,  twenty-one  of  the  delegates  as¬ 
sembled  in  the  City  of  Washington,  and  entered  on  the  duties  assigned  them  by  their 
fellow-citizens.  After  a  consultation  with  the  representatives  from  the  Second  and 
Third  Congressional  Districts,  it  was  determined  that  General  M’Kean,  of  the  Senate, 
and  Mr.  Binney,  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  should  be  requested  to  take 
charge  of  the  Memorial  of  the  Citizens  of  Philadelphia,  entrusted  to  the  Committee; 
a  request  to  which  both  of  these  gentlemen  promptly  and  cheerfully  acceded. 
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On  Monday  the  10th,  Mr.  Binney  laid  the  Memorial  before  the  House  of  Repre- 
i  sentatives,  in  an  eloquent  and  judicious  speech,  admirably  calculated  to  promote  its 
objects,  and  bespeak  the  favourable  attention  of  the  members.  He  vouched  in  the 
strongest  manner  for  the  authenticity  of  the  signatures,  the  truth  of  the  statements 
contained  in  the  Memorial,  and  for  the  character  and  motives  of  the  subscribers.  The 
delegates  were  delighted  with  the  manner  and  language  of  Mr.  Binney  on  this  inter¬ 
esting  occasion,  and  with  the  obvious  effect  produced  upon  the  House.  Of  that  gen¬ 
tleman  it  is  abundant  praise  to  say,  that  he  realized  every  expectation  which  their 
knowledge  of  his  distinguished  talents  and  high  personal  character  had  led  them  to 
indulge. 

At  his  suggestion  the  Memorial,  after  being  read  by  the  Clerk,  was  referred  to  the 
I  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  and  ordered  to  be  printed,  with  the  names  and  oc- 
i  cupations  of  all  the  subscribers. 

On  Thursday  the  11th  of  February,  another  copy  of  the  Memorial  was  presented 
to  the  Senate,  by  General  M’Kean,  with  a  few  appropriate  remarks.  As  that  gen¬ 
tleman  resides  at  a  distance  from  the  City  of  Philadelphia,  and  could  therefore  have 
little  personal  knowledge  of  the  condition  of  this  community,  or  of  the  individuals 
who  signed  the  Memorial,  a  letter  (of  which  the  following  is  a  copy)  had  been  ad¬ 
dressed  to  him  by  the  delegates,  which  letter  was  read  with  the  Memorial,  and  with 
it  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 


“  City  of  Washington,  February  11,  1834. 

“  Sir — Having  been  deputed  by  a  large  number  of  the  citizens  of  the  city  and 
county  of  Philadelphia  to  present  to  Congress  their  Memorial  on  the  subject  of  the 
present  national  distress,  we  request  of  you  the  favour  to  offer  the  same  to  the  con¬ 
sideration  of  the  Senate  ;  and,  in  doing  so,  we  would  state  some  circumstances  which 
our  immediate  relation  to  the  parties  enables  us  to  know. 

“  That  paper  contains  the  signatures  of  ten  thousand  two  hundred  and  fifty  nine 
persons,  who  are,  as  we  verily  believe,  citizens  of  the  city  and  county  of  Philadel¬ 
phia,  of  full  age,  and  for  the  most  part,  individually  known  to  us.  It  expresses  the 
sentiments  of  men  of  every  political  sect,  in  every  station  of  life,  and  engaged  in 
every  branch  of  honest  industry  ;  of  those  who,  differing  on  many  other  points,  are 
brought  together  by  a  common  sense  of  suffering,  and  among  whom  there  prevails  a 
feeling  of  intense  alarm,  anxiety,  and  distress. 

“  Our  community  await  the  action  of  Congress,  in  the  most  painful  suspense  ;  mak¬ 
ing  every  effort  to  sustain  its  condition,  and  to  avert  that  ruin  which  may  possibly 
overtake  them,  while  the  representatives  of  the  people  are  yet  deliberating  on  the 
subject.  The  miseries  of  our  fellow-citizens  cannot  be  depicted  without  entering 
too  much  into  detail.  We  may  say,  however,  that  the  suspension  of  our  commerce 
and  industry  has  already  been  so  great,  that  thousands  are  without  employment,  who 
may  be  driven,  by  further  pressure,  and  irresistible  necessity,  to  acts  of  violence  and 
fraud. 

“  Believing  that  a  most  dangerous  crisis  is  fast  approaching,  we  come  to  the  con¬ 
stituted  authorities  of  the  nation,  praying  them  to  exercise  that  power  which  they 
alone  possess,  and  by  a  prompt  and  efficient  remedy,  to  save  our  country  from  the 
disastrous  consequences  of  a  depreciated  currency,  and  a  general  insolvency. 

“  At  this  moment  of  anxiety,  we  have  left  our  private  concerns,  and  have  come 
to  the  seat  of  government,  prepared  to  attest  the  facts,  and  sustain  the  principles  con¬ 
tained  in  the  Memorial.  We  therefore  respectfully  request  that,  in  presenting  it,  you 
will  express  these  views  to  the  Senate,  with  uur  earnest  hope,  that  by  the  prompt  and 
efficient  action  of  the  government,  the  people  may  be  rescued  from  the  evils  they 
now  feel,  and  from  the  still  greater  calamities  which  they  justly  apprehend. 

“  We  have  the  honour  to  be,  with  profound  respect,  your  obedient  servants, 


Elihu  Chauncey, 

Henry  Troth, 

Mordecai  D.  Lewis, 

Merrit  Canby, 

John  S.  Warner, 

J-  Fisher  Learning, 

Joseph  H.  Dulles, 

Isaac  Macauley, 

Joseph  M’llvaine, 

Joseph  Smith, 

“Hon  Samuel  M’Kean,  United 


Thomas  Fassitt, 
James  Martin, 
John  Struthers, 
Samuel  Comly, 
Caleb  Cope, 
Thomas  Fletcher, 
Gideon  Scull, 

Bela  Badger, 
Robert  T.  Potts, 

'  Benjamin  Naglee. 

States  Senate.” 
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In  further  execution  of  the  duties  assigned  them,  the  delegates  took  the  earliest 
opportunity  to  call  upon  all  the  Representatives  in  Congress  from  the  State  of 
Pennsylvania,  and  frankly  to  lay  before  them  the  existing  state  of  the  currency, 
commerce,  and  industry  of  the  country;  the  causes  which  have  led  to  so  much  public 
anxiety,  and  private  distress,  and  the  remedies  which  in  their  judgment  would  prove 
effectual. 

They,  at  the  same  time,  extended  tb  those  gentlemen  a  general  invitation  to  visit 
them  in  their  rooms,  for  the  purpose  of  discussing  the  interesting  questions  connected 
with  their  mission;  which  invitation  was  very  generally  accepted,  and  became  the 
source  of  much  pleasure,  as  well  as  instruction  to  the  delegates.  They  were  gratified 
to  find  that  a  majority  of  the  Pennsylvania  members  disapprove  the  course  of  the 
Executive  in  its  controversy  with  the  Bank,  and  regarding  that  course  as  the  primary 
cause  of  the  distresses  of  the  country,  will  vote  for  the  restoration  of  the  Deposites, 
and  the  re-charter  of  the  institution.  They  were  gratified,  moreover,  by  the  polite¬ 
ness  of  many  gentlemen  whose  views  were  different,  and  by  the  disposition  which 
nearly  all  of  them  evinced  patiently  to  hear,  and  candidly  to  examine,  the  facts  and 
arguments  adduced  by  the  delegates.  Such  conduct  is  evidence,  at  least,  of  a  con¬ 
scientious  regard  for  the  interests  and  opinions  of  their  constituents,  and  justifies  the 
hope  which  the  delegates  confidently  entertain,  that  when  public  opinion  shall  have 
been  roused  in  the  various  districts  of  the  State,  and  that  opinion  freely  expressed, 
the  almost  unanimous  voice  of  Pennsylvania,  in  both  Houses  of  Congress,  will  utter 
a  veto  against  Executive  usurpation,  and  demand  the  restoration  of  the  country  to 
its  former  happy  and  prosperous  state. 

The  delegates  cannot  take  leave  of  this  part  of  the  subject,  without  tendering  to 
those  members  from  Pennsylvania  with  whom  they  maintained  this  friendly  and 
agreeable  intercourse,  the  cordial  thanks  of  themselves,  and  their  fellow-citizensr 
nor  can  they  omit  particularly  to  mention  the  polite  attentions  and  zealous  co-opera¬ 
tion  of  Messrs.  Binney,  Harper,  and  Watmough,  the  more  immediate  representatives 
of  this  community. 

The  memorial  having  been  satisfactorily  disposed  of  in  both  Houses  of  Congress, 
the  delegates  thought  it  respectful  to  call  on  the  President  of  the  United  States,  and 
make  known  to  him  the  condition,  the  sufferings  and  opinions  of  their  constituents. 
This  interview  took  place  by  appointment  at  two  o’clock  on  the  11th  of  February. 
The  delegates  having  been  severally  introduced  to  the  President,  were  received  with 
such  politeness  and  courtesy  of  manner,  as  to  justify  the  expectation  of  a-patient  and 
candid  hearing.  In  this,  however,  they  were  disappointed.  The  Chairman  had 
hardly  announced  in  one  or  two  sentences  the  general  nature  of  our  mission,  when 
the  President  interrupted  him,  and  proceeded  in  a  vehement  discourse  of  more  than 
twenty  minutes  duration,  to  announce  to  us,  and  through  us  to  our  contituents,  his 
opinions ,  and  his  determinations  in  reference  to  the  restoration  of  the  Deposites,  the 
re-charter  of  the  Bank,  and  the  future  disposition  of  the  public  revenue.  In  the 
course  of  these  remarks  (which,  as  they  were  long  and  desultory,  it  is  deemed  un¬ 
necessary  to  present  in  detail)  the  following  positions  were  distinctly  assumed  by  the 
President: 

1.  That  application  for  relief  must  be  made  to  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  and 
not  to  him;  that  whatever  distress  existed  in  the  community  (and  he  believed  there 
was  some  distress)  had  been  caused  by  the  Bank,  which  was  hoarding  its  specie  and 
curtailing  its  discounts  in  order  to  crush  the  State  Banks  and  compel  the  government 
to  abandon  its  policy.  That  the  Executive  had  no  power  to  relieve  the  distresses  of 
the  community,  but  that  the  stockholders  of  the  Bank  might  effect  that  object  by 
electing  directors  who  would  conduct  its  affairs  honestly  and  on  principles  of  Chris¬ 
tian  benevolence. 

2.  That  the  present  directors  of  the  Bank  had  violated  its  charter,  by  giving  to  the 
president  the  whole  power  of  the  Bank;  a  power  to  use  its  funds  without  voucher  or 
receipt.  That  such  a  power  in  the  hands  of  one  man  was  dangerous  to  the  liberties 
of  the  country,  and  had  been  used  to  destroy  the  elective  franchise.  That  the  Pre¬ 
sident  of  the  Bank,  if  an  honest  man,  would  not  have  accepted  a  trust  so  unlawful. 
That  for  these  reasons  he  regarded  the  Bank  as  a  monster  of  corruption,  which  he 
was  determined  to  put  down.  That  a  Bank  so  using  its  powers  ought  (as  he  repeat¬ 
edly  expressed  it)  to  be  robbed  of  those  powers. 

3.  That  the  law  creating  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  was  in  his  opinion  uncon¬ 
stitutional.  That  no  power  to  create  a  National  Bank  was  conferred,  or  intended  to 
be  conferred  by  the  Constitution — that  the  provision  by  which  Congress  was  author¬ 
ised  to  regulate  the  currency,  had  reference  only  to  domestic  and  foreign  coin  and 
not  to  paper  of  any  description. 

4.  That  having  made  up  his  mind  irrevocably  upon  all  these  points — Andrew  Jack- 
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son  never  would  restore  the  Deposites  to  the  Bank — Andrew  Jackston  would  never 
re-charter  that  monster  of  corruption — That  neither  persuasion  nor  coercion;  not  the 
opinions  of  the  people,  nor  the  voice  of  the  legislature,  could  shake  his  fixed  determi¬ 
nation — That  sooner  than  consent  to  restore  the  Deposites  or  re-charter  the  Bank,  he 
would  undergo  the  tortures  of  ten  Spanish  inquisitions;  that  sooner  than  live  in  a 
country  where  such  a  power  prevailed,  he  would  seek  an  asylum  in  the  wilds  of 
Arabia. 

6.  It  was  announced  by  the  President  that  he  meant  to  continue  the  present  sys¬ 
tem  of  collecting  the  revenue  by  the  State  Banks,  until  the  experiment  had  been 
fully  tried,  and  at  all  events  until  the  expiration  of  the  charter  of  the  United  States 
Bank.  That  he  had  no  doubt  of  the  success  of  the  experiment,  nor  that  the  State 
Banks  would  answer  all  the  purposes  of  the  country:  That  he  would  furnish  the 
country  with  as  good,  nay,  a  better  and  more  solvent  currency  than  that,  of  the  Na¬ 
tional  Bank. — That  he  had  early  foreseen  and  provided  against  the  inclination  of  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States  to  crush  the  State  Banks,  and  that  his  interposition  alone 
had  saved  them  from  ruin.  That  he  would  continue  to  protect  the  State  Banks  by  all 
the  means  in  his  power. 

6.  The  President  admitted  that  considerable  distress  had  followed  the  action  of  the 
Government  in  relation  to  the  Deposites.  He  had  never  doubted  that  Brokers  and 
Stock- Speculators,  and  all  who  were  doing  business  upon  borrowed  capital ,  would 
suffer  severely  under  the  effects  of  the  measure,  and  that  all  such  people  ought  to 
break. 

The  foregoing  paragraphs  are  behaved  to  contain  all  the  important  ideas  expressed 
by  the  President,  in  the  first  part  of  his  discourse  to  the  delegates.  In  some  emphatic 
expressions  his  language  is  accurately  preserved,  while  his  numerous  repetitions  of 
the  same  idea  in  different  words,  which  served  unnecessarily  to  prolong  that  interview, 
have  been  avoided.  Once  or  twice  the  Chairman,  took  occasion  to  explain  that  he 
seemed  to  misapprehend  the  position  of  the  delegates;  that  they  had  not  come  to 
represent  the  Bank  or  promote  its  interests,  but  to  lay  before  him  the  condition  and 
wishes  of  citizens  of  Philadelphia,  unconnected  with  the  institution  and  engaged  in 
the  various  departments  of  commerce  and  industry.  Such  explanations,  however, 
produced  no  visible  effect  on  the  tenor  of  the  President’s  discourse,  nor  did  he  allow 
an  opportunity  to  make  those  statements  as  to  the  condition  of  this  community  with 
which  the  delegates  were  especially  charged. 

In  reference  to  his  declaration,  that  he  would  continue  the  present  system  of  col¬ 
lecting  the  revenue  through  the  State  Banks,  until  the  experiment  had  been  fairly 
tried,  one  of  the  delegates  inquired,  whether  he  had  determined  upon  any  by  which 
the  country  might  be  relieved  in  case  the  experiment  failed.  His  answer  was,  that 
he  was  disposed  to  be  candid,  and  would  explain  his  views  on  that  point.  That  in 
order  to  restore  the  currency  to  the  condition  intended  by  the  Constitution,  and  place 
the  monied  concerns  of  the  country,  where  the  sages  of  the  Constitution  found  and 
left  them,  he  proposed  to  put  out  of  circulation  all  notes  of  five  dollars  and  under,  by 
placing  the  public  money  in  such  State  Banks,  as  would  issue  no  notes  below  ten 
dollars — and  by  forbidding  the  receipt  in  payment  of  the  revenue  of  the  notes  of  all 
Banks,  which  should  issue  notes  under  ten  dollars.  That  the  same  process  would 
next  be  pursued  in  reference  to  all  notes  under  twenty  dollars,  and  thus  a  metallic 
currency  be  ensured  for  all  the  common  purposes  of  life,  while  the  use  of  Bank  notes 
would  be  confined  to  those  engaged  in  commerce. 

The  same  delegate  having  inquired  when  he  proposed  to  put  this  plan  in  execu¬ 
tion,  the  answer  was,  not  immediately — not  until  the  expiration  of  the  charter  of  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States.  Go  home,  gentlemen,  (said  he,)  and  tell  the  Bank  of 
the  United  States  to  relieve  the  country,  by  increasing  its  business.  Let  the  United 
States  Bank  make  no  run  upon  the  State  Banks,  and  I  will  take  care  that  the  State 
Banks  make  no  run  upon  her.  Let  the  war  between  the  Banks  cease,  and  all  will 
be  well  in  forty-eight  hours.  The  Bank  of  the  United  States  is  trying  to  crush  the 
State  Banks.  Tell  the  State  Banks  that  I  will  protect  them,  and  that  the  p,ower  of 
the  United  States  Bank  is  nearly  gone,  and  that  it  will  be  compelled  to  cease  its 
present  course.  Here  one  of  the  delegates  observed  to  the  President — we  are, 
many  of  us,  sir,  connected  with  State  Banks,  and  yet  we  know  of  no  such  warfare 
between  them  and  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  as  you  speak  of.  It  does  not  exist 
in  the  city  of  Philadelphia.  There  is,  on  the  contrary,  the  utmost  good  will  and 
harmony  between  the  United  States  Bank  and  the  other  Banks  of  our  city,  and 
nearly  all  the  latter  are  in  favour  of  a  re-charter.  To  which  the  President  quickly 
replied:  I  know  all  about  it,  sir ;  I  know  that  some  of  your  Banks  have  combined  in 
favour  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States.  I  have  examined  the  whole  subject,  and 
understand  it  better  than  any  of  you.  I  have  looked  impartially  at  both  sides  of  the 
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question,  and  have  the  best  information  on  the  subject,  from  Maine  to  New  Orleans, 
from  the  most  undoubted  sources.  I  learn  this  morning,  (February  11th,)  from  New 
York,  that  stocks  are  rising,  and  that  money  is  becoming  abundant.  Let  the  Direct¬ 
ors  of  the  Bank  pursue  their  business,  on  principles  of  Christian  benevolence,  and 
all  will  be  well.  Let  them  wind  up  the  business  of  the  Bank,  without  attempting  to 
break  down  the  Government,  and  force  a  re-charter,  and  it  will  die  with  the  bless¬ 
ings  of  thousands  ;  otherwise,  it  will  have  the  curses  of  millions.  I  have  read  the 
Scriptures,  gentlemen  ;  and  I  find  that,  when  Moses  ascended  the  mountain,  the 
children  of  Israel  rebelled,  and  made  a  golden  calf,  and  worshipped  it,  and  it  brought 
a  curse  upon  them.  This  Bank  will  be  a  greater  curse.  I  have  no  hostility  to  the 
Bank  ;  I  am  willing  it  should  expire  in  peace  ;  but,  if  it  does  persist  in  its  war  with 
the  Government,  I  have  a  measure  in  contemplation,  which  will  destroy  it  at  once, 
and  which  I  am  resolved  to  apply,  be  the  consequences  to  individuals  what  they 
may.  The  Bank  has  in  circulation  ten  millions  of  checks,  which  I  have  no  doubt 
are  illegal,  and  which  I  will  direct  the  State  Banks  to  refuse  in  payment  of  the  public 
revenue.  These  checks  must  then  be  returned  upon  the  Bank,  and  will  drain  her  of 
the  specie  she  is  hoarding.  This  measure  I  will  apply,  unless  the  Bank  desists  from 
its  course. 

Here  the  Chairman  remarked,  that  the  Bank  was  perfectly  aware  of  the  design  of 
the  Executive,  in  reference  to  the  checks,  and  gave  it  as  a  reason  for  not  extending 
its  discounts,  and  for  retaining  so  large  an  amount  of  specie  on  hand.  That  daily  and 
hourly  applications  for  relief  were  made  by  our  citizens  to  the  Bank,  without  effect. 
That  the  Directors  of  that  institution  felt  bound  to  husband  their  resources,  and  stand 
on  the  defensive,  while  so  serious  a  weapon  is  in  the  hands  of  the  Executive.  Well, 
sir,  replied  the  President,  let  them  do  right,  and  I  will  not  injure  them;  but,  if  they 
persist  in  measures  which  I  deem  oppressive  and  unjust,  they  must  expect  to  feel  my 
power.  In  the  course  of  these  remarks,  of  which  a  plain  and  certainly  not  an  exag¬ 
gerated  sketch  has  been  attempted  by  your  delegates,  the  President  very  frequently 
used  the  expression,  that  HE  was  determined  to  place  and  to  leave  HIS  Govern¬ 
ment,  where  the  sages  who  framed  the  Constitution  found  and  left  it,  and  also  to 
place  the  currency  and  revenue  of  the  country  where  the  sages  found  and  left  it. 
It  occurred  to  several  of  the  delegates  to  ask  for  an  explanation  of  phrases  which 
conveyed  no  distinct  or  tangible  meaning  to  their  minds.  Their  historical  reading 
had  taught  them,  that  the  framers  of  the  Constitution  found  the  Government  in 
anarchy,  and  left  if  in  order;  that  they  found  the  currency  and  revenue  in  ruins,  and 
left  both  in  a  state  of  exalted  prosperity;  and  that  one  of  the  instruments  by  which 
this  change  had  been  effected,  was  a  National  Bank,  bearing  almost  equal  date  with 
the  Constitution  itself — a  Bank  of  the  same  kind  which  the  President  had  stigmatized 
as  a  monstrous  contrivance,  above  and  against  both  the  Constitution  and  the  law. 
Fearing,  however,  that  it  might  lead  to  a  controversy  about  facts  and  history,  and 
unwilling  to  contend  with  one  whose  opportunities  at  least  had  been  better  than  their 
own,  they  abstained  from  inquiries  which  their  curiosity  strongly  urged,  but  which 
promised  to  lead  to  no  useful  result. 

The  interview  had  now  lasted  about  an  hour:  and,  during  that  period,  it  had  been 
impossible  for  the  delegates,  without  unpardonable  rudeness  towards  the  Chief  Ma¬ 
gistrate  of  the  Nation,  to  explain  to  him  their  business,  and  their  wishes.  It  had 
become  obvious,  moreover,  that  his  mind  was  pre-occupied  by  a  view  of  the  sub¬ 
ject,  which  would  neutralize  the  effects  of  facts  or  reasoning  ;  that  he  regarded  the 
whole  question  as  a  contest  between  the  Bank,  on  the  one  hand,  and  him  and  HIS 
Government,  on  the  other;  a  contest  in  which  the  people  had  no  concern,  except  as 
they  might  array  themselves  as  partizans  of  either  ;  that  he  considered  his  own 
power,  and  the  stability  of  HIS  Government  staked  upon  the  issue  ;  and,  conse¬ 
quently,  that  the  arguments  of  those  who  disclaimed  connection  with  either  party, 
and  owned  no  allegiance  but  to  truth  and  justice,  and  the  common  weal,  would  either 
be  rejecied  without  a  hearing,  or,  if  heard,  would  be  utterly  disregarded. 

The  delegates,  therefore,  as  soon  as  this  painful,  and,  (as  free  citizens  they  must 
add,)  humiliating  conviction,  was  forced  upon  their  minds,  rose  to  take  leave.  One 
of  their  number  seized  the  opportunity  of  a  parting  word  to  say,  with  emphasis,  that 
to  the  President,  and  to  his  conduct,  in  removing  the  public  deposites,  the  citizens 
of  Philadelphia  attributed  the  distresses  under  which  they  labour.  His  reply  to  this 
remark  was  but  a  repetition  of  assertions  previously  made,  and  the  delegates  retired 
with  no  cause  of  complaint,  as  to  their  personal  treatment,  but  indignant  that  the 
voice  of  more  than  ten  thousand  citizens,  could  be  deemed  by  the  President  unwor¬ 
thy  his  attention,  and,  with  a  sad  conviction  that  the  high  places  of  power,  in  a  land 
boasting  of  its  freedom,  were  closed  and  barred  against  unpalatable  truth. 

The  remainder  of  the  week  was  devoted  by  the  delegates  to  conversations  with 
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members  of  Congress,  as  well  from  other  states  as  from  Pennsylvania,  end  to  the  col¬ 
lecting  of  such  information  as  they  thought  might  prove  useful  and  interesting  to  their 
fellow-citizens.  They  have  pleasure  in  saving,  that  the  reception  and  the  treatment 
which  they  experienced  in  all  quarters,  was  of  the  most  cordial  and  friendly  kind. 
Among  the  gentlemen  from  other  states,  to  who«e  co-operation  they  feel  particular¬ 
ly  indebted,  are  Messrs.  Clay,  Calhoun ,  AYebster,  Southard,  Sprague,  Mangum,  Cham¬ 
bers,  Porter,  Preston,  Smith,  of  the  Senate  ;  Messrs.  M’Duffie,  E.  Everett,  Hunting-' 
don,  and  Selden,  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  all  well  known  by  character  to 
our  constituents,  and  the  latter,  more  especially,  for  his  recent  disregard  of  party  con¬ 
nexions,  when  they  seemed  to  conflict  with  the  obligations  of  truth,  and  with  his 
high  sense  of  public  duty  and  personal  honour. 

Upon  the  whole,  the  delegates  have  abundant  reason  to  rejoice  in  the  general  re¬ 
sult  of  their  efforts  and  observations  at  the  seat  of  government.  They  believe  that 
their  exertions,  in  connexion  with  those  made  by  other  committees  from  various  parts 
of  the  country,  have  produced  a  decided  impression  upon  Congress,  and  that  the  great 
work  in  which  the  American  people  have  so  deep  an  interest,  is  auspiciously  begun. 
They  could  perceive  even  among  the  most  zealous  supporters  of  the  Executive,  a 
growing  distrust  of  the  capacity  of  the  State  Banks  to  answer  the  purposes  of  the 
country,  and  an  increasing  opinion  that  some  institution  of  a  national  kind  was  neces¬ 
sary  to  regulate  the  currency,  and  to  collect  and  distribute  the  public  revenue. 
They  found,  moreover,  that  the  scruples  of  those  who  have  heretofore  regarded  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States  as  unconstitutional,  were  fast  yielding  to  the  conviction, 
that  the  power  to  create  a  fiscal  agent,  responsible  to  Congress,  is  quite  as  clear,  as 
the  power  to  employ  as  such  agents  those  banks  already  established,  over  which  Con¬ 
gress  has  no  control,  but  whose  responsibility  must  be  to  the  Executive  alone. 

They  would  recommend  to  all  who  disapprove  the  late  measures  of  the  Executive, 
not  only  to  express  their  opinions  in  public  meetings  and  memorials  to  Congress,  but 
also  through  the  instrumentality  of  respectable  committees,  who  may  converse  face 
to  face  with  their  own  representatives,  and  prove  by  their  presence  at  such  distance 
from  their  homes,  that  no  trifling  or  imaginary  evils  are  the  subjects  of  complaint.  If 
this  course  be  persevered  in,  the  delegates  entertain  a  sanguine  hope,  that  before  the 
close  of  the  present  session,  the  primary  causes  of  the  embarrassments  of  the  commu¬ 
nity  may  be  effectually  removed. 

To  sustain  this  opinion,  which  some  may  consider  rash,  let  us  look  back  upon  the 
changes  already  effected.  Six  weeks  ago  the  aspect  of  affairs  at  the  seat  of  govern¬ 
ment  was  gloomy  in  the  extreme.  To  those  who  mourned  over  the  bleeding  consti¬ 
tution  and  prostrated  industry  of  the  country,  there  seemed  no  hope,  but  in  the  pa¬ 
triot’s  maxim  not  to  despair  of  the  republic,  while  that  republic  had  form  and  being. 
At  that  period  of  darkness,  the  Executive  was  supported  by  a  large  majority  of  the 
House  of  Representatives,  banded  together  by  party  relations  which  seemed  indisso¬ 
luble,  and  barring  at  the  threshold  every  measure  of  relief.  How  different  is  the 
present  condition  of  that  House.  In  a  recent  vote  of  direct  censure  upon  the  con¬ 
duct  of  the  President,  a  bare  majority  of  the  members  present  (which,  if  all  the 
seats  were  full  would  sink  into  a  minority)  have  refused  to  concur.  Of  those  who  re¬ 
fused,  many  are  known  to  the  delegates  to  differ  with  the  President  as  to  the  con- 
stitutionahty  and  necessity  of  a  National  Bank,  and  when  the  question  directly  occurs 
will  so  record  their  votes. 

And  how  has  all  this  change  been  wrought  ?  By  the  voice  of  an  injured  people 
newly  awakened  to  this  interesting  subject — a  voice  first  uttered  in  the  South,  and 
now  returning  in  echoes  upon  all  the  winds — a  voice  that  must  prevail,  unless  the 
people  falter  in  the  path  of  duty  and  •  bandon  a  work  which  is  only  yet  begun.  The 
great  effort  should  be  to  rouse  public  opinion  in  all  parts  of  the  country,  and  bring  it 
to  bear  upon  the  President  and  Congress.  When  the  former  shall  have  experienced 
its  concentrated  force,  it  will  be  time  enough  for  him  to  announce  his  irrevocable 
decrees.  Until  then,  the  delegates  must  continue  to  believe,  what  the  theory  and 
practice  of  our  government  have  heretofore  taught,  that  the  people  are  sovereign  and 
that  no  servant  of  theirs  will  dare  disobey  them. 

The  delegates  having  now  completed  the  formal  duties  assigned  them  by  their  fel¬ 
low-citizens,  beg  leave  to  close  with  one  or  two  considerations  of  most  serious 
import. 

The  difficulties  and  embarrassments  which  they  were  commissioned  to  explain  to 
the  representatives  of  the  people,  and  from  which  they  were  instructed  to  demand 
immediate  relief,  are  not  temporary  in  their  nature,  but  certain  to  continue  with  in¬ 
creasing  severity,  until  the  cause  wrhich  produced  them  is  removed,  and  a  just  con¬ 
trol  over  the  currency  of  the  country  once  more  established  through  the  agency  of  a 
national  bank.  That  no  other  agency  can  effect  this  object,  has  more  than  once  been 
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proved  by  disastrous  experience,  and  that  the  winding  up  of  the  present  bank,  with¬ 
out  any  adequate  provision  for  supplying  its  place,  must  spread  ruin  and  idleness  and 
poverty*  where  prosperity,  industry,  and  comfort  have  heretofore  prevailed,  is  as  cer¬ 
tain  as  the  connexion  between  cause  and  effect.  Let  no  man,  therefore,  who  disap¬ 
proves  of  the  conduct  of  the  government  in  reference  to  the  bank,  stop  short  in  his 
exertions,  of  the  great  object  of  procuring  its  re-charter.  Let  no  one  delude  him¬ 
self  with  the  hope  that  commerce  and  industry  will  gradually  accommodate  them¬ 
selves  to  the  new  state  of  things,  and  that  though  the  career  of  the  Executive  remain 
unchecked,  all  may  yet  be  well  with  the  country  and  the  people.  That  there  will 
be  periods  of  occasional  relaxation  in  the  money  market  is  to  be  expected  as  the  re¬ 
sult  of  other  and  obvious  causes.  But  the  pressure  must  recur  with  additional  force 
after  each  interval  of  comparative  relief.  It  must  continue  with  such  intervals,  until 
either  its  cause  be  removed,  or  the  whole  property  of  the  country  has  undergone  a 
revolution.  Severe  as  have  been  the  sufferings  of  business  men,  within  the  last  three 
months,  that  class  of  the  community  are  as  yet  on  the  threshold  of  the  destiny  which 
awaits  them.  Numerous  as  have  been  the  failures  in  all  parts  of  the  country,  they 
are  but  feeble  shadows  of  those  coming  events,  which,  unless  Providence  shall  soften 
the  hearts  of  our  rulers,  must  involve  the  land  in  universal  bankruptcy. 

Again — The  system  by  which  the  revenue  of  the  country  is  now  collected  and 
distributed,  in  opposition  to  law  and  in  violation  of  a  solemn  contract — that  system  to 
which  the  community  is  indebted  for  all  its  sufferings — is  deliberately  spoken  of  by 
the  President  of  the  United  States,  as  an  EXPERIMENT,  which  he  is  determined 
to  try  ;  and  on  the  failure  of  which  he  will  endeavour  to  find  some  suitable  remedy 
for  the  injuries  it  has  occasioned. 

Is  there  an  American  citizen  who  can  listen  to  such  declaration  without  serious 
alarm  ?  Is  there  a  citizen  who  will  not  inquire  by  what  authority  it  is,  that  the  fruits 
of  his  industry  and  the  hopes  of  his  offspring  are  made  the  subject  of  wanton  or  use¬ 
less  experiment  ? 

Is  there  a  citizen  who  will  not  pronounce  that  such  a  power,  if  it  exist  at  all,  exists 
by  usurpation,  and  not  under  the  letter  of  the  Constitution  ? 

The  fact  is,  this  movement  is  but  the  last  of  a  long  series  of  experiments  upon  the  cre¬ 
dulity  and  indolence  of  the  American  people,  all  tending  to  the  same  object,  to  pros¬ 
trate  public  opinion  at  the  feet  of  a  faction,  and  secure  to  that  faction  both  paramount 
and  unlimited  power.  Hitherto  these  experiments  have  seemed  to  be  successful.  A 
disciplined  array  of  office  holders  and  office  seekers,  the  standing  army  of  executive 
influence,  have  contrived,  in  a  great  measure,  to  suppress  public  sentiment,  and  to 
substitute  in  its  place  a  slavish  echo  of  their  master’s  will.  Industrious  and  quiet,  and 
unambitious  citizens,  with  nothing  to  ask  of  the  government  but  protection,  have  ab¬ 
stained  too  much  from  public  affairs,  and  have  thus  left  the  government  of  the  coun¬ 
try  in  the  hands  of  a  small,  but  active  and  organized  minority.  The  last  great  effort 
of  that  faction,  to  place  the  whole  revenue  at  the  disposal  of  the  Executive,  and  to 
grasp  the  purse  with  the  same  hand  that  wields  the  sword,  will,  if  it  prove  success¬ 
ful,  fix  their  power  beyond  the  danger  of  disturbance. 

It  is  for  the  people,  the  real  people  of  this  country,  those  who  love  the  Constitu¬ 
tion,  and  value  its  privileges,  those  who  depend  for  their  standing  and  livelihood  upon 
neither  politics  nor  office,  to  determine  the  result  of  this  final  and  fatal  experiment. 
Such  individuals,  if  they  would  save  the  country,  must  be  up  and  doing  ;  and  they 
should  take  no  rest  until  the  object  is  attained.  The  present  is  no  time  for  half-way 
measures.  It  is  emphatically  a  time  when  first  principles  must  be  looked  to,  and  no 
dalliance  indulged  with  questions  of  expediency.  He  that  would  serve  his  country 
in  this  hour  of  peril,  must  seek  instruction  from  the  pure  oracles  of  freedom,  and  re¬ 
ject  the  false  prophets  who  prophecy  in  its  name.  He  must  contribute  his  full  quota 
to  that  active  anil  wholesome  public  sentiment,  which  alone  can  preserve  our  institu¬ 
tions,  and  operate  as  a  check  upon  unprincipled  rulers.  He  must  realize  that,  if  he  ne¬ 
glect  to  speak  or  act,  on  all  proper  occasions,  upon  the  great  questions  now  at  issue, 
he  becomes  recreant  to  his  own  interests,  and  betrays  his  country  into  the  hands  of 
her  enemies. 

If  the  present  condition  of  the  country  be  such,  as  justly  to  excite  the  apprehensions 
of  every  American  patriot,  it  should  be  viewed  with  still  greater  alarm  by  the  peo¬ 
ple  of  Pennsylvania.  The  fiscal  concerns  of  this  commonwealth  are  in  a  condition  to 
feel,  with  double  severity,  any  violent  shock  to  public  confidence,  any  derangement 
of  the  currency,  or  prostration  of  the  enterprise  and  industry  of  her  citizens.  Her 
wide-spread  system  of  internal  improvements,  on  which  nearly  twenty  millions  have 
already  been  expended,  is  yet  unfinished.  To  the  revenue  from  her  canals  and  rail¬ 
roads  she  has  looked  with  confidence  for  resources  to  meet  her  engagements;  and 
that  revenue  cannot  flow  into  the  public  treasury  until  her  leading  communications 
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between  the  Atlantic  and  the  Interior  are  ready  for  use.  In  the  present  state  of  era- 
rrasement  aiid  alam),  while  money  is  commanding  an  exorbitant  interest  for  pri- 
df. m “  ’  he,r  18  she  ?°  look  for  funds  t0  complete  her  magnificent  works,  or  place 

them  in  a  condition  to  be  useful  and  profitable?  P 

”ad  P‘lawtP:°VidfnCeu  -°  pr0l01g  ihe  ProsPeritJ  of  ‘be  country  for  another 
Sf'^1  have  real,f  d  in  part  the  fruits  of  her  enterprise,  and  w-ould  have  oc- 
Genera l7ov  c°“Pa‘a“''<d5'  safe.  As  it  is,  if  the  policy  and  the  action  of  the 
mUset^r^Thl01^1^!  un,erSO  n0  change,  she  must  be  content  to  pause,  not  at  the 
tinctll”  ‘h  jd  r  0fag  0n0USCareer’  bin  with  the  goal  of  her  enterprise  dis- 
Can  heiacrtie,7:  a"  the  eXpense  and  inconvenience  has  been  incurred. 

h"“'r  t|‘  ,r/a'uabu  md«“ant  at  such  sn  issue?  Will  their  indignation  be  less, 
bv  the  hand  !?'r,el,ed  the,r  hopes  with  the  dust,  was  forged  and  aimed 

abroad  in  Pale  ,7J  ^  d*  egf es.  ,hl“k  “<*•  They  believe  that  a®  pint  is  now 

Thev  kiow  twyh  h‘a  Th  1S  desl!Sfd  to  redeem  both  bereelf  and  the  country. 
beT/u  er^  lt  7hS  ?e,P0Wer/.  They  know  that  when  her  censures  shall  hat  e 
Deen  uttered  against  the  faction  which  now  rules  the  land,  that  faction  will  sink  into 

thPsiemnlmbetC1  lty’  and  n0  °,bstacle  wil1  remain  to  the  satisfactory  adjustment  of 
these  momentous  questions  which  agitate  the  community.  J 

•  °f  exhortati°n  to  their  fellow-citizens  and  the  delegates  have  done.  It 

evils  toTpTv11  °C$aS10n  7hlch  has  calIed  for  unprecedented  assemblage.  The 
dbarv  enerpl  A  "e  ?f  n°  COmraon  character,  and  call  for  the  exertion  of  extraor- 
thHne  hanF‘an^C°^eSt  hf-S  commcuced~the  parties  to  which  are  the  people  on 
in?  our  dParP«t  f ^  h  Execut?ve  011  the  other-a  contest  full  of  difficulty  and  involv- 
ccmduct^Uwnvsplv^61^68^  as,CItI2elns  and  as  freemen.  Let  all  so  regard  it,  and  let  all  so 
ffim  thatch  L  ^  Sh°W  they  understand  its  nature  and  its  consequences.  Let 
tbthS.!  Spafe  °f  his  abundance  to  secure  the  remainder;  let  him 

of  charrlpd  *Xpand  them  in  the  cause  ofsocial  happ  ness  and 

aL  a  nit  fn/lg  anl  hC  that  haS  neither  of  these’  Iet  him  bring  a  patriot’s  heart 

T  ^  ashuls  most  acceptable  sacrifice  on  the  altar  of  his  country. 

and  whh  nnPd/0Ung’  Th  3nd  P°0r>  the  learned  and  the  unlearned  join  hand  in  hand, 
efforts  o  and  spint’/t  they  have  one  Merest  in  the  event,  unite  their 

health  and  nrnsn  ^  of  their  affllcted  country,  and  restore  her  once  more  to 

Prosperity.  If  the  prevalence  of  such  a  feeling  shall  date  from  this  dav 

birth  °f  the  father  of  his  country,  eachTu  ceedffig 

soecSnd  v!  ’ lmf.  ausPlcious  day,  will  carry  with  it  an  addition*  claim  to  the  re* 
spect  and  veneration  of  the  American  people. 


ELIHU  CHAUNCEY, 
THOMAS  FASSITT, 
JAMES  MARTIN, 
WILLIAM  GILL, 
JOHN  STRUTHERS, 
SAMUEL  COMLY, 
CALEB  COPE, 

JOS.  H.  DULLES, 
THOMAS  FLETCHER 
GIDEON  SCULL, 
JOHN  WATERS, 
February  22,  1834. 


ROBERT  T.  POTTS, 
BENJAMIN  NAGLEE, 
HENRY  TROTH, 

MORDECAI  D.  LEWIS, 
JOSEPH  SMITH, 

MERRIT  CANBY, 

JOHN  S.  WARNER, 

J.  FISHER  LEAMING, 

ISAAC  MACAULEY, 

JOS.  MTLVAINE, 

BELA  BADGER, 

Committee. 


in^Preamhfo’u^l  R  on.bf.llalf of,theL  Delegation,  offered  the  follow- 
Intrerson  p-l  f  Re5°l«ions  winch  were  seconded  by  Joseph  R. 
bFv6  Su°  0^'’3bVVhlCl’  gentleman  they  were  most  eloquently  and 
^Xf  PP  ^.eci.j  and  were  a(]°pted  wnhQijt  dissent.  J 

tinn  i  ereas  *s  believed,  that  a  sound  currency  is  essential  to  na- 

are  toPbTaPitrii;V!id.ithat  t°  the  influence  of  ‘he  Bank  of  the  U.  States 
medium  hfob^  br  16  advantaSes  of  a  sound  and  equal  circulating 

men  o?whlhbPUb ";Cre  .,l:’  \ow  rates  of  interest’ in  ‘he  enjoy! 

he  State  1  f'l  r  'Tc  haS  flourished’  and  the  financei  of 
r,ana„ed  and  it  ^  G'>vernment  have  been  successfully 

“aged,  and  it  is  evident  that  the  attempts  now  made  to  break  up 
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,  eV9tem  so  fully  tested  and  so  admirably  adapted  to  our  country,  are 
ffithly  injurious! and,  if  persisted  in,  will  be  destructive  alike  to  pub- 

so  full  of  danger  to  the  Consti- 

tntion  and  so  marked  by  assaults  upon  all  that  is  valuable  m  pio- 
erty  and  in  civil  rights,"  demands  our  resolute,  active  and  unyield- 
fng  efforts  to  restore  the  broken  faith  of  the  government,  and  to  sus- 

ta*2  ^yjcso^ed^That'tlie'avoweilTntention  of  the  Executive  to  pro-  . 
secute  an  EXPERIMENT  on  the  National  Currency,  by  wielding  at 
his  sole  will  the  entire  revenue,  is  a  usurpation  incompatible  wi 
our  system  of  government,  and  at  utter  variance  with  the  duties  of  a 
Chief  Magistrate  of  a  Republic,  who  is  no  more  above  the  law  than 

the  humblest  citizen  of  our  land.  c  ,  TT 

3  Resolved,  That  the  sentiments  of  the  President  of  the  Unite 
States  Ms  manner  and  tone,  at  the  recent  interview  with  he  dele¬ 
gates  from  this  community/and  his  open  declarations  on  that  and 
other  occasions,  evince  a  settled  purpose  to  destroy  the  present ® 
rencv  of  the  country,  by  a  rash  and  ruinous  experiment.  That  by 
his  disregard  of  consequences,  resulting  from  the  measures  of  his  ac 
ministration;  by  his  reluctance  to  listen  to  facts  or  reason,  a^y  sub¬ 
stituting  the  personal  feelings  and  arbitrary  will  of  ANUREW 
1  \CKSON  in  place  of  the  official  dignity  and  constitutional  action 
PBFStnENT  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES,  he  has  intro¬ 
duced  into^fhe^ government  a  feature. unknown  to  the  Const, tut.on 
and  dangerous  to  the  rights  and  liberties  of  the  people. 

United  StatS  aid  more  e^pTiaii/the^ec^liar  interests  of  the  State 

ctatp  of  active  and  cheerful  enteipjise.  <  ,i 

*  H^olved  That,  in  the  present  suspension  of  commerce  and  t 
arts  -  and  in  the  consequent  distress  spread  through  society,  we  see 
but  the  beMnning  of  those  evils,  which,  if  they  be  not  remedied  by 
the  action  1>f  Congress,  will  eventually  produce  most  extended  ruin 
tVnt  it  is  the  duty  of  every  man,  who  has  any  thin^  J 

under  the  broad  banner  of  the  Constitution,  in  defence  P 

T  iw™*  ■«> 

be  invited  to  hold  County  and  l  own  Meetings,  for  the  purp  • 

averting  the  approaching  ruin-and  it  is  re.cT™e"^at  on9  fr„,n 
mittees  of  Correspondence  be  organised,  and  t^t  deputations 
each  meeting  be  sent  to  Washington,  to  explain  to 
condition  of  the  country,  and  to  enforce  the  necesst  y  of' immediat 
relief,  by  a  restoration  of  the  currency  and  public  confidence. 
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8.  Resolved ,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  freemen  of  the  seve¬ 
ral  counties  of  Pennsylvania,  who  agree  with  us  in  sentiment  as  to  the 
causes  and  remedy  of  the  present  distress,  to  appoint  delegates  to 
a  general  convention  to  be  held  in  Harrisburg,  for  the  purpose  of  de¬ 
vising  measures  to  restore  the  prosperity  of  the  country. 

9.  Resolved ,  That  in  the  opinion  of  this  meeting,  the  Girard  Bank 
of  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  ought  not  to  retain  the  public  deposites, 
and  thereby  countenance  and  uphold  a  system  which  is  believed  to 
be  unlawful,  and  which  experience  has  already  shewn  to  have  a  dis¬ 
astrous  influence  on  the  prosperity  of  this  city. 

10.  Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  safety,  consisting  of  thirty, 
be  appointed  by  this  meeting,  with  power  to  convene,  from  time  to 
time,  to  fill  vacancies  in  their  own  body,  to  appoint  delegates  from 
their  own  body,  or  otherwise,  to  enforce  the  objects  of  this  meet- 
ing,  at  "Washington,  Harrisburg,  and  elsewhere,  to  correspond  with 
other  committees  throughout  the  United  States,  and  to  adopt  such 
measures,  as,  in  their  judgment,  will  tend  to  accomplish  the  objects 
of  the  foregoing  resolutions,  and  to  continue  the  same  until  their  ex¬ 
ertions  shall  be  crowned  with  success. 

On  motion  of  Elihu  Chauncey,  Esq.  it  was 

Resolved ,  That  the  President,  Vice-Presidents,  and  Secretaries  of 
this  meeting,  be  authorized  to  select  a  committee  of  safety,  consist¬ 
ing  of  thirty  citizens,  to  perform  the  duties  designated  by  the  10th 
resolution,  and  to  give  notice  thereof  in  the  public  papers. 

On  motion  of  John  A.  Browm,  it  was 

Resolved ,  unanimously ,  That  the  thanks  of  this  meeting  are  justlv 
due,  and  heartily  offered  to  the  gentlemen  composing  the  Delegation 
to  W  ashington,  for  the  prompt  and  faithful  manner  in  which  they 
have  discharged  the  duty  confided  to  them. 

Resolved ,  That  the  thanks  of  this  meeting  be  presented  to  Joseph 
R.  Ingersoll,  Esq.  for  his  appropriate  and  eloquent  address  delivered 
on  this  occasion,  with  the  request  of  a  copy  for  publication. 

On  motion, 

Resolved ,  That  the  proceedings  of  this  meeting  be  published  in  all 
the  daily  papers  of  the  city. 

On  motion,  adjourned. 

JOHN  A.  BROWN,  President. 


Samuel  Richards, 
W  illiam  Gill, 
Benj.  Naglee, 
George  Miller, 
Bela  Badger, 
Israel  Roberts, 


>  Vice  Presidents. 


Thomas  Fletcher, 
Robert  Burton, 

J.  ScHOLEFIELD, 


Jacob  M.  Thomas , " 
Henry  C.  Corbit , 
Richard  Morgan , 

l has.  J.  JVolbert , 

7  ./ 


Secretaries. 


[At  the  conclusion  of  the  meeting,  nine 
ur  the  “Constitution  and  the  Laws.”] 


hearty  cheers  were  given 
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